There is no novelty whatever in discussing the Every one is acquainted with the frequency of insanity occurring after ordinary labour, of which the asylum records bear ample testimony, but it must be admitted that puerperal insanity generally occurs in those in which the patient's record
which had resisted all the ordinary drugs, and which was so severe as to withdraw the girl from active duties every month. On one occasion her suffering was so severe that she had to have chloroform administered. After due consultation with her friends, the cervix was dilated, and for the two succeeding months she was quite free from her dysmenorrhoea; but at the third month it returned, and she became violently maniacal, and her mental equilibrium has been very much upset ever since, so much so that her marriage has had to be abandoned. The relation of gynaecology to psychiatry has been much discussed in late years, and I think the general concensus of opinion, gathered from alienists and neurologists alike, is that, while it has a place amongst the insane just as among the sane for the relief of physical distress, yet as a great curative method in the treatment of insanity it plays a comparatively small and unimportant part.
The President said it was a matter of regret that Dr Croom was not present to read his paper, but a special vote of thanks was due to Dr Ferguson for the way he had read the paper at a moment's notice. The subject was one of great interest, and few of their fellows had the experience of Dr Croom with regard to it.
Professor Simpson said he thought that Dr Croom had made in this paper a very important contribution to an obscure subject. For (This paper appears at the end of this Volume of Transactions.)
